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Rhetorical questions are a quick and easy way to ensure correct ASL syntax. Review the how-to 
before you move on to the activity.

TIME + TOPIC + Q + COMMENT/ACTION + REFERENT  

TIME + TOPIC + Q + REFERENT + COMMENT + REFERENT 

TOPIC + COMMENT/ACTION + Q + COMMENT + REFERENT 

TOPIC + ACTION + COMMENT + Q + COMMENT

TIME = the tense.  

TOPIC = the subject of the sentence. Who or what are you talking about?  

COMMENT/ACTION = the adjective, description, verb, what’s happening to or regarding 
the subject. If you have more than one comment, put the verb, or action one LAST. 

REFERENT = when you refer back to the subject/topic that you’re talking about.  

QUESTION = the word or phrase that asks the wh-question 

Take a sentence, or thought, break it into 2 separate thoughts. For instance, the 
statement and then the reason/explanation.  

Put the appropriate WH-question-word in between the 2 thoughts. For instance, WHY, 
FOR-FOR, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, HOW.  

Pause slightly when signing the wh-question word.  
Raise your eyebrows during the WH-question word. 

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS
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RHETORICAL QUESTIONS

Look at the English sentences below. Take each category (time, topic, comment, referent, 
and question) and list the words in the English sentence that correspond.  

Next, reorder the sentence in the space provided in ASL sentence order. Be sure to write 
the signs in all caps (this is called glossing). Don’t change the tense or prefix or suffix of 
the sign, only write it in the original word form (i.e. RUN, not ran or running).  

The first sentence is an example. After you’ve translated each sentence, check your 
answers on the last page.  

EXAMPLE 

I need money because I’m broke 

time: none 

topic: money 

comment: need, broke 

referent: I 

QUESTION =  because (why) 

in ASL: MONEY NEED WHY? I BROKE I 

#1 I love strawberries because they’re very sweet. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL:  
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#2  The party is tomorrow night. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL:  

#3 I prefer that doctor because she listens. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL:  

#4 My brother moved to San Francisco.  

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL:  

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS
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#5 That cake is white chocolate.   

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

#6 My computer broke because of the storm. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

#7 That man is my father-in-law. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS



ASLRochelle

#8 My dog ran away two weeks ago. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL:  

#9 Her college major is psychology. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

#10 My friend surprised me with a birthday party. 

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS



ASLRochelle

The answers are on the next page

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS
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THE ANSWERS

#1 I love strawberries because they’re very sweet. 

in ASL: STRAWBERRY I LOVE WHY? SWEET MUCH 

#2 The party is tomorrow night. 

in ASL: PARTY WHEN? TOMORROW NIGHT. 

#3 I prefer that doctor because she listens. 

in ASL: THAT DOCTOR I PREFER WHY? SHE LISTEN 

#4 My brother moved to San Francisco. 

in ASL: MY BROTHER MOVE WHERE? SAN FRANCISCO 

#5 That cake is white chocolate. 

in ASL: THAT CAKE WHAT? WHITE CHOCOLATE 

#6 My computer broke because of the storm. 

in ASL: MY COMPUTER IT BROKE WHY? STORM 
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THE ANSWERS

#7 That man is my father-in-law. 

in ASL: THAT MAN WHO? MY FATHER LAW 

#8 My dog ran away two weeks ago. 

in ASL: MY DOG IT ESCAPE WHEN? TWO-WEEK-PAST 

#9 Her college major is psychology. 

in ASL: HER COLLEGE MAJOR WHAT? PSYCHOLOGY 

#10 My friend surprised me with a birthday party. 

in ASL: MY FRIEND HE SURPRISE ME HOW? BIRTHDAY PARTY
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CREATE YOUR OWN

Make your own rhetorical questions for extra practice.

In English:  

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

In English:  

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 

In English:  

time: 

topic: 

comment: 

referent: 

Question: 

in ASL: 


