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Other than that, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, except as permitted under 
Section 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without the prior 
written permission of the author. Requests to the author and publisher for 
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Limitation of liability/disclaimer of warranty: While the publisher and author 
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no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or 
completeness of the contents of this document and specifically disclaim any 
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information shared.



rochellebarlow.com

WHAT NOT TO SIGN

Now that you’ve learned what NOT to sign, it’s time to figure out 
what you know. First, let’s go back over what not to sign:

Articles: a/an, the. Instead, sign the noun, point to the noun, or indicate 
the noun. 

To be verbs: am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been. Instead, change the 
order of the sentence and place the indicator at the end. 

Adverbs. Instead, add in non-manual markers and additional signs to 
deepen the meaning.  

English idioms (word-for-word). Translate the meaning. Add non-manual 
markers and get creative to add more meaning and emphasis.  

Don't mix tenses. Indicate the tense (past, future, present) at the 
beginning of the sentence. And/Or add the tense before the word: 
FINISH, WILL, NOW

THE 5 THINGS TO DROP
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Change the following sentences from English to ASL or 
correct mistakes in the ASL (glossed) sentences.

I am going to the store.  

I AM STUDENT 

The black cat scared me.  

CUPCAKES ARE DELICIOUS 

That bunny has been following me all day.  

My bedroom window is stuck. 

WHAT NOT TO SIGN
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Take the phrases below and add in non-manual makers 
and additional signs to make the message very clear. 

ALL DAY I TIRED 

YESTERDAY I SICK 

MY BROTHER HE MEAN HE 

WALK I ENJOY

WHAT NOT TO SIGN
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Post your changes and additions (you don't have to post each 
one, just 3-4) in the Facebook group.  

Go read other people’s posts and write down any that you 
really like or would like to try/replicate. 

WHAT NOT TO SIGN

NOTES:


